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A powerful story of terrific tormems, and the strange, sudden 
‘onilanght of the Silver Death 


ETWEEN te sun's departure and having sealed the flesh of myriad men 
return, the Silver Death had fallen with ts bright, metallic pallor, the plague 
‘upon Yoros. Its advent, however, would still goon in time and space, borne 
hhad been foretold in many prophecies, by the dim currents of ether to other 
‘oth immemorial nd recent, Astrologers worlds. 
had said that this mysterious malady, Dire was the Silver Death; and none 
heretofore unkoown on extth, would de- knew the secret of its contagion or the 
scand from the great star, Achemar, which cure, Swift as the desert wind, it came 
presided baleflly over all the lands of into Yoros from the devastated realm of 
the southern continent of Zothique; and Tasuun, overtaking the very messengers 
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sho ean by night to give warning oft 
featness. ‘Those who were smitten fel 
to ig, Fecnng ead an instant rigor, a: 
if the oatermot gulf had breathed pon 
them. This facen and bodies whitened 
strangely gleaming with wan Iter 
ad ect if at Hngedead corps, ll 
ian inti of minutes 

In the strets of Sipon and Sioa, and 
in Faand the capital of Yors, the plage 
sted ke an ey, litering light fom 
fountenane to countenance nde. the 
golden amps; and the vis fll where 
Shey were sicken;and the deal bight 
test remained pon them, 

“The lou, tumultuous public cativals 
were led its asin and the ery 
kes were frozen in folic atiudes 
Th proud mansions, the wine Dshed ree 
les gre pale amid tele gah fst, 
and eine in hit opaent cai, 
folding the haliemptied caps with vigil 
fingers Merchant ay i tele cosetnge 
hte onthe heaped cone they had be 
grin to reckon; and thieves entering Ise, 
Sere unable to dept with tht bot, 
Diggs did inthe half compleed graves 
they bad dg fr oter; bt o on¢ came 
tw dipote thee poseion 

‘There was oo time to Bee from the 
strange, ineviable scourge, Dreaaly 
and quid, beneath the clear sary 
Breated upon Yors; and few wete they 
‘who awakened from slumber at dawn 
Fobra, the young king of Yoros, who 
had bat newly suceeded to the throne, 
was vial @ ruler without «people 


Frei sd spot the sigh of the 
plague’s advent on-a high tower of 
his palace above Farsad> an observatory 
tower, equipped with astronomical ap- 
ppliances. “A. great heaviness had laia on 
his heart, and his thoughts were dulled 
‘with an opiate despair; but sleep was re: 
‘mote from his eyelids, He knew the 


‘many predicons tat fortld the Sivec 
Deaths and moreover he a teats 
rent coming in the sas with te ad 
Gf the od astooger and sore, Vere 
dee, This ater knowledge be and Ver 
der had act car! to promulgate, know 
ing fall well tat the doom of Yoros was 
2 thing decreed frm ll ine By tite 
destiny; and tat no man could evade the 
dorm, anlesit were wien thal he 
Should die in another way tha this 
Now Vendor had st the horas 

of Flbr; snd though he found thea 
certala ambigies that hie scence could 
at resolve vas neverthcee wien 
inl that the ing would not de in 
oom, Where he would de snd in what 
manne, were alike doubtful But Vere 
deez, who had served. Alli the father 
of Fabra, and wus 20 les devoted to 
the new ruler, had wrought by mens of 
his magic art an enchanted tng that 
vould protect Fubra trom the iver 
Death i al tines and paces 


‘The ring was made of a strange red 
‘metal, darker than ruddy gold or eopper, 
and was set with ablack and oblong gem, 
‘not Known to tecrestrial npidaris, that 
‘gave forth eternally a strong, aromatic 
perfume. The sorcerer told Fubra never 
to remave the ring from the middle fn- 
‘get-on which he wore it—net even in 
{ands afar from Yoros and in days after 
the passing of the Silver Death: for if 
‘once the plague had breathed upoo Ful- 
bra, he would bear its subtle contagion 
always in his fesh; and the contagion 
would assume its wonted virulence with 
‘the ring's removal, But Vemdees didnot 
‘ell the origin of the red metal and the 
dark gem, dor the price at which the pro: 
teative magic had been parchaved, 

‘With a sad heart, Fulbra had accepted 
‘the ring and had wom ity and so it was 
that the Silver Death blew over him in 
‘the night and harmed him not. But wait- 
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ing ansiously on the high tower, and 
‘watching the golden lights of Farasd 
rather than the white, implacable sats, 
Ihe felt a light, passing chillness that bee 
Jonged not to the summer air, And even 
a5 it passed the gay moises of the city 
ceased; and the moaning lutes faltered 
strangely and expired. A stillness crept 
on the carnival; and some of the lamps 
‘went out and were not eet. In the pal- 
‘ace beneath him there was also silence; 
tnd he heard no more the laughter of his 
‘courtiers and chamberains. And Vem 
deez came not, a5 was his custom, to join 
Fubra on the tower at midnight. ‘So Ful- 
bea knew himself for a realmless king; 
and the grief that he stil felt for the 
foble Altath was swollen by a great sor- 
row for his perished people, 

‘Hout by bout he sat motionless, too 
sorrowful for teats, The stars changed 
above him; and Achernar glared down 
Ferpeuly the the bg, coe of 

‘demon; andthe heavy balsam 
Sf te Mec opel cing sce this 
nostrils and seemed to stile him, And 
‘once the thought occurted to Fulbra, to 
‘ast the ring away and die as his people 
Ihad died, But his despair was too heavy 
‘upon him even for tis; and s, at length, 
the dawa came slowly in heavens pale as 
the Silver Death, and found him sill on 
the tower. 


[2 ge King td te 
seuded Se-cled sale of peaiy 
ici He pols Abd midwor see 
Sis he sw the fallen cong of the old 
dorset Vener, who bad ded even as 
fe cubed jor his ican, The wi 
Hed face of Verners was like poised 
fila and ws whiter tha hs beard and 
Ii; and hs open ye, ich bd been 
du a apphite were Frosted wih the 
Plgue. Then, peving grey forthe 
tea of Vanes, whoa be fad loved 


as a foste-father, the king went slowly 
fon. And in the suites and halls below, be 
found the bodies of his coustiers and st- 
vvants and guardsmen, And none re- 
‘mained alive, excepting three slaves who 
‘warded the green, brazen portals of the 
lower vaults, Far beneath the palace, 

Now Fulbra bethought him of the 
counsel of Vemdeez, who had urged him 
to flee from Yoros end to seck shelter in 
the southera isle of Cyntzom, which paid 
tribute to the kings of Yoros. And 
though he had no heat for this, aoe for 
any course of action, Fulbra bade the 
thece remaining slaves to gather food and 
such other supplies as were nccesary for 
‘2 voyage of some length, and to carry 
them aboard a royal barge of eboay that 
‘was moored atthe palace portioes on the 
siyer Vou. 

"Then, embacking with the slaves, he 
took the helm of the barge, and directed 
the slaves to unfurl the brosd amber sll, 
‘And past the stately city of Fazaad, whose 
streets were theonged with the silvery 
‘dead, they sald on the widening jasper 
‘estuary of the Vou, and into the ama- 
ranth-colored gulf of the Indaskian Sea. 

‘A favorable wind was behind them, 
blowing from the north over desolate 
‘Tasuun and Yoros, even a5 the Silver 
Death had blown in the night, And idly 
beside them, on the Voum, there floated 
seaward many vessels whose crews and 
captains had all died of the plague, And 
Faraad was sill a5 a necropolis of old 
time; and nothing stirred on the estuary 
shores, excepting the plumy, fan-shapen 
palin that swayed southward in the fesh- 
‘ning wind. And soon the green strand 
fof Yoros receded, gathering to itself the 
blueness and the dreams of distance. 

Creaming with a wioy foam, full of 
strange murmarous voices and vague 
tales of exotic things, the halcyon sea was 
about the voyagers now beneath the high 
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lifting summer sun, But the set's ea- 
‘chanted voices and its long, Janguorous, 
jimmessurable cradling could not soothe 
‘the sorrow of Falla; and in his heart 2 
despair abided, blade as the gem that was 
set in the red ting of Vemdee, 

Howbeit, he held the great helm of the 
bon barge, and steered as straightly as 
lhe could by the sun toward Cyntror, The 
amber sil was taut with the favoring 
‘wind; and the barge sped onward al that 
ay, cleaving the amaranth waters with 
its dark prow that reared ia the carven 
form of an ebony goddess. And when 
the night came with familiar austral stars, 
Fulbra was able to eorret such errors 8s 
hie had made in reckoning the course, 

For many days they flew southward; 
and the sun lowered alittle in is circling 
behind them; and new stars climbed and 
clustered at evening about the black gos 
ddessof the prow. And Fulbra, who had 
‘once sailed fo the ile of Cyntrom in boy 
‘hood days with his Father Altsth, thought 
to see ere long the lifting of its shores of 
‘camphor and sandalwood from the winy 
‘deep, But in his heart there was ao glade 
res and often now he was blinded by 
wild tears, remembering that other voy- 
age with Altsth, 

‘Then, suddenly and at high noon, there 
fell an airless calm, and the waters be- 
‘ame as purple glass about the barge. The 
sey changed to a dome of beaten copper, 
arching close and low; and as if by some 
‘evil wizardry, the dome darkened with 
untimely aight, and a tempest rose like 
‘the gathered breath of mighty devils and 
shaped the sea into vast ridges and abys- 
‘mal valleys, The mast of ebony sapped 
like a reed in the wind, and the sail was 
fom asunder, and the helpless vessel 
pitched headlong in the dark troughs and 
‘was hutled upward through veils of 
blinding foam to the giddy summits of 
the billows, 


FFulbra clung tothe ules helm, and 
the slaves, at his command, took shelter 
inthe forward cabia. For countless hous 
they were borne onward a the will ofthe 
mad hurtiane; and Fulbea could sce 
aight in the lowering gloom, exzpt the 
pale crests of the beting waves; and he 
‘ould tell no longer the direction of thee 

“Then, in that lurid disk, he beheld at 
intervals another vessel that rode the 
stoom-drven sea, not far from the barge. 
He thought thatthe vesel was s galley 
sch a might be used-by merchants that 
voyaged among the southern isles, trad 
ing for incense and plumes and vermin; 
but its ars were mostly broke, and the 
toppled mast and sail hang forward on 
the prow. 


Free sine the ships dove on together 
il Falbea san in a efting of the 
loom, the sharp and somber crags of an 
‘unknown shore, with shaper towers that 
lifted palely above them, “He ould not 
turn the helm; and the barge and its com- 
ppanion vessel were carried toward the 
Tooming rocks, till Falbra thought that 
‘they would crash thereon. But, at if by 
some enchantment, even as it had sen, 
‘the sea fell abruptly in a windles: calm, 
and quiet sunlight poared from clear- 
ing sky; and the barge was left on a broad 
‘crescent of ocheryellow sand bstween the 
‘crags andthe llling waters, withthe gal- 
ley beside it 

Dazed and marveling, Fulbra leaped 
‘onthe heli, while is slaves crept timidly 
forth from the cabin, and men began to 
appear on the deds of the galley. And 
‘the kingwas about to hail these men some 
‘of whom were dresed as humble ssilors 
and others in the fashion of rich met- 
chants, But he heard a laoghter of strange 
‘voices, high and sheill and somehow evil 
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that seemed to fall fram above; and Took 
ing up ke saw that many people were de 
sending 4 sort of stairway in the cliffs 
that enclosed the beac. 

‘The people drew near, theonging about 
‘the buege and the galley. They wore fan- 
tastic turbans of blood-red, and were clad 
Jim closely fitting robes of vulturine black. 
‘Their faces and hands were yellow 38 saf- 
fron; their small and slaty eyes were set 
obliquely beneath lashless lids; and the 
thin lips, which smiled eternally, were 
crooked a the blades of simitars. 

‘They bore sinister and wicked-tooking 
‘weapons, inthe form of saw-toothed 
swords and doubleheaded spears. Some 
‘of them bowed low before Fulbra and ad- 
dresed him obsequiously, string upon 
‘bg ll the while with an unblinking gaze 
that fe could not fathom. ‘Their speech 
was no less alien than their aspect i was 
fll of sharp and hissing sounds; and 
‘either the king aor his slaves could com 
ppeehend it, But Fulbra bespoke the peo- 
‘le courteously, in the mild and mellow- 
flowing tongue of Yoros, and inguised 
the name of this land whereon the bagge 
hhad been castby the tempest. 

Certain of the people seemed to under 
saad him, for a light come in ther laty 
‘es athis question; and one of them an- 
‘swered brekenlyin the language of Yoros, 
‘saying thatthe land was the Isle of Ucca- 
srog. ‘Then, with something of covert 
‘evil in is smile, this person added that all 
shipwrecked mariners and seafarers would 
recive a goodly welcome from Irae, the 
king of the Isle 

At this, the heat of Fulbra sank within 
hi; for he had heard numerous tales of 
ceistog in bygone years; and the tales 
‘were not such 38 would reassure 2 strand 
ed taveler. Ucestrog, which lay far to 
the eastof Cyntrom, was commonly known 
as the Ise of the Torsurers; and men said 


‘that all who landed upon it unaware, ot 
were cast thither by the seas, were im 
‘pisoned by the inhabitants and were sub- 
jected later to unending curious tortures, 
‘whose infliction formed the chet delight 
of these cruel beings. Noman, it was 
rumored, had ever escaped from Ucci- 
strog; but many had lingered for yeas in 
its dungeons and hellish torture-cham- 
bees, kept alive forthe pleasure of King 
Adrac and his followers, Also, it was be- 
lieved thatthe Tortarers were great ma- 
sians who could ease mighty. storms 
‘with their enchantinens, and eould cause 
‘vessels to be caried fat from the mari 
time routes, and then fing them ashore 
upon Useastog, 

Sexing thatthe yellow people were ll 
about the barge, and that no escape was 
possible, Fulbta asked them to take him 
at once before King Hdrac. To Mdeac he 
‘would announce his name and royal rank: 
and it seemed to him, in his simplicity, 
that one king, eventhough crue-heated, 
‘would scucely torture another or keep 
hhim captive, Als, it might be that the i 
habitants of Uceastrog had been some- 
‘what maligned by the tales of travelers, 

$ Fulbea and his slaves were. sur 
sounded by certain ofthe throag and were 
led toward the palace of Ildrac, whose 
high, sharp towers cowned the crags be- 
yond the beach, rising above those clase 
fered abodes in| whidh the island people 
ddvelt. And while they were climbing 
the hewn stops in the elif, Falbra heard 
loud outcry below and a clashing as of 
steel against steel; and looking back, be 
saw that the crew of the stranded galley 
hhad deawn theit swords and were fighting 
the islanders. Bot being outmimbered 
agraatly, their resistance was bore down 
by the swarming Tortucrs; and most of 
them were taken alive. And Fulbr's 
heart misgave him sorely at this sights 
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sand more and more did he mistrust the 
yellow people 

Soon! he came into the presence of 
Idea, who sat on a loty brazen daria 
a vista ofthe palace. Tldrac was taller 
by hill head than any of his followers 
ani his features were like a mask of evil 
‘wrought from some pale gilded metal 
eid he was clad in vttnents ofa strange 
Ine tke sex purple brightened with fresh 
flowing Blood. "About him were many 
gurdsinen, armed with terble sqthe- 
ike weapons, and the sllen, slanteyed 
Bil ofthe palace, in skirts of vein 
nd breas-cips of las, went t and 0 
amoong huge basaltic columns, About the 
hall stood mumerous enginerie of wood 
and stone and metal such a8 Fubra had 
never beheld, and having a fomidable 
{spect with thee heavy chain, thie beds 
of ion teat and thee coeds and pulleys 
of Bahn, 


Tritt young Mog of Yoros went for 
-ward with a royal and fearless bear- 
ing, and addressed Ildrac, who sit motion- 
less and eyed him with « level, wnwinke- 
ing gaze, And Fulbra told Irae his name 
and. sition, and the calamity that had 
‘used him to flee from Yoros; and he 
‘mentioned also his urgent desite to reach 
the Isle of Cyatrom, 

“itis long voyage to Cyntrom,” said 
Iida, with a subtle smile, “Also, it is 
‘not our custom to permit guests to depart 
‘without having fully tasted the hospitality 
of the Isle of Ucaastrog. Therefore, King 
Fulbra, T must beg you to carb your ime 
patience, We have much to show you 
here, and many diversions to offe. My 
chamberlains will now conduct you to 8 
room befiting your royal ante. But fist 
Tus ask you to leave with me the sword 
‘that you cary at your side; for swords are 
often sharp—and T do-aot wish my guests 
to suffer injury by their own hands.” 


So Falbs’ssword was taken from him 
ty one of the palace guardsmen, and a 
stall ruy-hited dagger that he atid 
sas alo removed, ‘Then. several of the 
eds, emming him in with thir std 
Steapns, led him from the fall and by 
Inany corridors and downwacd fights of 
Stirs ita the solid ro beneath the pale 
ace. And he knew net whiter his tee 
Staves were taken, or what disposition was 
made ofthe captured crew ofthe sally. 
‘And soon he pised from the daylight 
into cavernous halle lume by sulfur 
colored fans in copper crest, and ll 
‘round hm, in hidden chamber, heed 
the sound of dismal means and loud, 
tanical hovlings that seemed to best 
tide pon adatantine doors 

Ta ooe of those halls, Fulbrs and bis 
guardsmen met n young gi fier and 
{essen of aspect than the others, and 
Fabra thooght thatthe git smiled upon 
him corapansontly as he went bya 
it seemed that she omumured fini in 
the language of Yor: "Take heat, King 
Fabra, for there is one who would help 
you" And her words appveatly, were 
‘ot heeded or understood by the gears, 
svho new only the hath and ising 
Tongue of Ucestrog 

"Aer deseng many sir, they cme 
to's ponderovs door of bronze and the 
door was unlocked by one ofthe guard 
nd Folbea-was compelled to enter and 
the dooe danged doloroily behind im 

"The chamber into which fe had been 
trast was walled on the sides withthe 
dk stone ofthe land, and ws walled 
fon the fourth with heavy, unbreakable 
ils. Beyond the gs he saw the blue 
iron, glimmering waters of the under 
So, lit by the hanging crests of the 
haber and in the waters were gest 
dev-ch whose tentacles weithed along 
the wall; tnd huge pythonomorphs with 
filo’ als tong ia Bn 
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oom; and the fating corps of men 
that stated in ypon hum with eyeballs 
from which the lids had been excise 

“There wa a couch in one cores of the 
dungeo, close to the wall of glass: and 
food and dink had been supplied for 
Futbol vessel of wood, The king Isid 
himislé dow, wstry and hopeless, ithe 
tut tating the food. "Then ping with 
‘owes eyes while the dead men and 
the seamonsters peered ia poh by 
the place ofthe resets, he srove to for 
it bis gree and the doors dor hat 
Ixpended, And throogh is donding 
feror and somow, he send to sce the 
comely face of the gil who bad sled 
‘Spon in compassionate, and who, alone 
of all hat he had nti Ucestog, had 
Spoken to him with words of Kindoes 
‘he face etn ete and anon, witha 
softhauting ete sorcery; and Pubes 
fe, forthe Bist nein may suns, the 
dim string of his buried you andthe 
vague, cbscire desc of life. So after a 
hile he slept and the face of the gl 
{ame sl before hin in Bis dreams 

‘The ast buned above him with wa 
diminihed faner when he aakened, 
dnd the seu bajo the wall of glass was 
thronged withthe same monsters a5 bee 
fore or with others of like kind. Bt 
andthe Boating compe be nw Beeld 
the flayed Body of his wn slaves, who, 
after being tortared by the island people, 
tad been at forth ito the sobmatie 
cavern that adjined his dungeon, s0 that 
he might sc thom on awakening 

He sidtned ‘with new hore af the 
sight ba even ashe ard at the dexd 
faces the door of boaze swung open vith 
a'rllen grinding, and hit. guacls co 
tered. Seng that he had et consumed 
the food and water provided for hi, they 
fore hi to eat and deka item 
acinghin wit hele broad cooked blades 


Lill he complied, And thea they led him 
from the dungeon and took him before 
‘King Mrac, ia the great hall of tortures 
Fulbra sav, by the level golden light 
through the palace windows and the long 
shadows of the columas and machines of 
torment, that the time was early dawn, 
‘The hall was crowded with the Tortycers 
and their women; and many seemed to 
Took on while others, of both sexes, busied 
themselves with ominous preparations. 
‘And Falbra saw that «tall brazen statue, 
‘with cruel and demonian visage, lke some 
implacable god of the underworld, was 
‘ow standing at the right hand of Hdrae 
‘where he sat aloft on his brazen chair 


FRE we est formal by is 
guards, and Ideac grected him briey, 
‘with a wily smile that preceded the words 
and lingered after them. And when Tldear 
hhad spoken, the brazen image alen began 
to speak, addressing Fulbra inthe la 
‘guage of Yoros, with strident and metallic 
tones, and telling him with full and mi- 
ute circumstance the various infemal toe 
tures fo which he was to be subjected oo 
that day. 

‘When the statue had done speaking. 
FFulbra heard a soft whisper in his ear, 
tnd saw beside him the fair giel whom 
he bad previously met ia the nether cor- 
‘dors. And the girl, seemingly unheeded 
by the Torturers, said to him: "Be cours 
‘Beous, and endure bravely all that is ia- 
ficted; for I shall effect your release be- 
fore another day, if this be possible.” 

Fulbra was cheered by the gi’ assur. 
ance; and it seemed to him that she was 
fairer to look upon than before; and he 
thought that her eyes regarded him ten- 
derly; and the twin desites of love and 
lifewere strangely resurrected in his heatt, 
to fortify him against the tortures of U- 
dtac 

wit 
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(Of that which was done to Fulbox for 
the wicked pleasure of King Tldrac and 
his people, it were not well to peak ful- 
ly. For the islanders of Uccatrog had 
designed innumerable torments, carious 
and subtle, wherewith to harry and ex 
crudate the five senses; and they could 
harry the brain itself, deving i to ex 
tremes more terrible than madness; and 
could take away the dearest treasures of 
‘memory and leave unutterable foulness in 
their place. 

On that dy, however, they did not tor 
fuze Fulbra to the uttermest. But they 
racked his eas with cacophonous sours; 
‘with evil utes tht chilled the blood and 
carded it upon his heart; with deep deus 
that seed to ache in al his tissues; snd 
thin tabors that weencheld his very bones, 
‘Then they compelled him to breathe the 
‘mounting fumes of braziers whercin the 
dried gall of dragoos and the adipocere 
ff dead cannibals were burned together 
with a fetid wood. Then, when the fre 
had died down, they freshened it with the 
oil of vampirebats; and Fulbra swooned, 
tunable to bear the fetor any longer. 

Later, they stripped away his ingly 
vestments and fastened about his body a 
silken gindle that had been freshly dipt 
jn an acid cortosive only to human Bes, 
‘and the acid ate slowly, fretting his skin 
with infinite fery pangs 

‘Then, after cemoving the giedle lest it 
slay hie, the Torturers brought in certain 
‘restures that had the shape of elltong 
sexpents, but were covered from hetd to 
tall with sable haits like those of eator- 
pila And these creatures twined them 
selves tightly about the arms and legs of 
ulbra; and though he fought wildly in 
his eevulsion, he could ot loosen them 
with his hands; and the ies that covered 
their constingent coils begun to pierce his 
limbs like a milion tiny needles, till he 

W.TA? 


screamed with the agony. And when hie 
breath failed him and he could scream 
no longer, the hairy serpents were induced 
to relinguish their hold by a languorous 
piping of which the islanders knew the 
secret, They dropped away and lee hin; 
but che mark of thee coils was imprinted 
recly about bis limbs; and around his 
body there burned the raw briading of 
the girdle 

King Ildrac and his people looked on 
‘with 2 dreadful gloating; for ia. such 
things they tock theie joy, and strove to 
pacify an implacable obscure desie. But 
seeing now that Fulbra could endore no 
more, and wishing to wreak their will 
‘upon him for many future days, they took 
him back to his dungeoa, 


[it si wit remembered hor, fer 
‘rsh with pain, he longed not for the 
Clemency of death, but hoped forthe com 
ing of the gir to sclease him as she had 
promised. The long hours passed with a 
hhalf-delirious tedium; and the cress, 
‘whose flames had been changed to crim: 
som, appeared to fl his eyes with flowing 
blood; and the dead man and the 2ea- 
monsters swam a5 iF in blood beyond the 
wal of glass. And the gil came not; and 
Fulbra had begun to despaie, ‘Then, at 
last, he heard the door open gently and 
‘oot with the harsh clangor that had pro: 
claimed the entrance of his guards, 
Taming, he saw the git, who stole 
swiftly to his couch with a lifted finger 
tip, enjoining silence. She told him with 
soft whispers that her plan had failed; 
bat surely on the following night she 
would be able to drug the guards and ob 
tain the keys of the outer gates; and Ful- 
bra could escape from the palace t a hid 
den cove in which a boat with water and 
provisions lay ready for his use. She 
‘prayed him to endure for another day the 
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torments of Ildeac; and to this, perforee, upon them, became marked with the green 
hhe consented, And he thought that the and bluish marbling of corruption; and 
girl loved him; for tenderly she caresed the withering flesh fell ia on the sharp 
his feverous brow, and rubbed his tortare- bones, and displayed the visible fretting 
burning limbs with a soothing ointment, of the worm. Hearing meanwhile the 
He desmed that her eyes were soft with dolorous groans and agonizing cries of his 
‘compassion that wae more than pty. $9 fellowecaptives all bout the hall, he be- 
Fulbra believed the giel and trusted her, held other face, dead, swollen, ldless and 
and took heart against the horror of the flayed, that seemed to approach from be- 
‘coming day. Her name, it seemed, was hind and to throng about his own face in 
livia; and her mother was ¢ woman of the misror.  Theit looks were danke and 
YYoros who had matred one of the evil dripping, like the hair of corpses reov- 
islanders, choosing this repugnant union ered from the sex; and seaweed was mine 
as an alternative to the faying knives of gled with the locks, ‘Then, fuming at a 
Tides. fold and clammy touch, he found that 
“Too soon the gitl went away, pleading these faces were no illusion bat the acral 
the great danger of discovery, aad closed reflection of cadavers from the undersea 
the dooe soflly upon Fulbra, And after by a malign sorcery, that had entered the 
a while the king slept; and livaa returned hall of Tldrac like living men and were 
to him amid the delirious abominations peering over his shoulder. 
‘of his dreams, and sustained him against His own slaves, with flesh thatthe sea- 
the terror of strange hells things had gnawed even tothe bone, were 
‘At dawn the guards came with theit ainong them. And the slaves cane towaed 
Ibooked weapons, and led him again ber him with glaring eyes that sew only the 
fore Tdrac. And again the brazen, de- voidness of death. “And beneath the sor- 
‘moniac statue, in a strident voice, an- cerous control of Udeac, thei evilly ani- 
nounced the fearful ordeals thathe was to mated corpses begin to ass Fulbra, 
‘undergo. And this time he saw that other clawing at his face and raiment with half. 
captives including the crew and merchants eaten fingers. And Fulbra, faint with 
‘of the galley, were also awaiting the ma- loathing struggled agsinsthis dead slaves, 
Tefic ministations of the Torturers in the who knew not the voice of their master 
vast hall and were deaf as the wheels and radks of 
‘Once more ia the throng of watchers. torment used by Idee... 
the gist lvaa pressed close to him, un- 
reprimanded by his guards, and mur Non the drowned and dripping 
‘ured words of comfort; so that Fulbra LN corpses went away; and Folbra was 
‘was eaheartened against the enormites stripped by the Tortuters and was laid 
foretold by the brazen oracular image. supine on the palace floor, with ion tings 
‘And indeed a bold and hopeful heart was that hound him closely to the flags at 
required to endure the ordeals of that knoe and wrist at elbow and ankle. Then 
ay. they brought in the disintereed body of a 
‘Among etter things less goodly to be woman, nenly eaten, ia which a myriad 
‘mentioned, the Torturers held before Fal- maggots swarmed on the uncovered bones 
bra amirror of stringe wizardry, wherein and tatters of dark corruption; and this 
his own face was reflected as if seen after body they placed on the right hand of 
death, The rigid features, as he gazed Fulbea. And also they fetched the car- 
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ion of black goat that wes newly bound King Fulbrs to the adamantine 
touched with beginning decay; and they wheel with thonge of dragon-qut._ And 
laid it down beside him on the left hand. after they had done this, the gel Hiss, 
‘Then, across Fulbra, from right to left, sing with the shameless exlation of 
the hungey maggots crawled in along and open cruelty, appeared before Fabra and 
undulant wave,» Stood close beside him, holding a. goldea 
“After the consummation ofthis torture, sup that contained the drugged wine, She 
‘there came many others that were equally mocked him for hs folly and eredlity ia 
ingenious and atrocious, aid were well trating her promises; and the other 
designed for the delecstion of King ll- women and the male Torres, ven t9 
rac and hs people. And Fulbra endured deacon his betzen set, laughed loudly 
the tortures valiantly, upheld by the and evilly at Fabra, and praised Ivas for 
thought of Iva. the perfidy she had practised upon him. 
Vainly, however, on the night chat fle _ So Falbra's heat grew sick with ada 
slowed this day, he waited in his dungeon despair than any he had yet known, 
for the gis. The crests burned with a The brief, pteous love that had been 
bloodice crimson; and new corpses were born amid sorrow and agony perished 
among the fayed and floating dead in the within him, leaving but ashes seeped a 
Seaccaven; and strange double-bodied ser- gall. Yet, geing at Than with sad eye, 
pents of the nether deep arose with an he uttered no word of reproach. He 
fdless squisming, and their homed wished to live no longer; and yearning 
heads appeared to Bloat immessurably for swift death, he bethouaht him of the 
gnint the erst wall: Wet he pl Tivan witard sing of Vemdeez and of that which 
time not to free him as she had prom- Verdcez had suid would follow is re 
{sed; and the night passed. But Gough toval fom his finger, He sill wore the 
despair resumed its 6ld dominion in the ing, which the Torures had deemed a 
heat of Fulbrs, and terror cane with bauble of small yalue. But his hands were 
talons steeped in fiesh venom, he efused boutd tightly tothe wheel, and he could 
to doubt Hivaa, telling himself that she aot remove it. So, with a biter conning, 
hhad been delayed or prevented by some knowing full well that the islanders 
‘wiforesen mishap, ‘would not take away the ring if he should 
‘At avn of thethied day, he was again offer itt them, he feigned a sudden mad 
token before Ildeac "The brazen image, 5 and cried willy: 
announcing the ordeals of the day, told “Steal my. memories, if ye will, with 
him that he was tobe bound on a wheel your accursed wine—and sendme through 
‘of adamant; and, lying onthe wheel, was 1.thousend hells and bring me back again 
to deine «drugged wine that would steal to Ucastrog: but take at the rng tht 1 
away his royal memories for ever, and wear on my middle finger; for itis more 
would conduct his raked soul on 2 long precious to me than many kingdoms ot 
pilgrimage through monstrous and inf the pale breasts of love,” 
‘ous hells before bringing it back to the 
hall of Udeac andthe broken body on the ay saRING this, King ldrac roe from 
whe Hit mien et tad bing tren 
“Then certain women of the ‘Torres, to delay the administration of the wine, 
Jaoghing obscenely, came forward and he came forward and inspected caciously 
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the riog of Vendees, which pleamed 
darkly, sot with its rayles gem, on Ful 
b's finger. And all the while, Fulbra 
ried out aginst him in x freny, a5 if 
fearing that he would tke the ring 

0 Hira, decming that he could plague 
the prionce thereby and could heighten 
his suflering a Ite, did the very hing 
for which Fulbra had planned. And the 
fing came easily from the shrunken fn- 
ger and Idea, wishing to mode the royal 
Captive, placed it on his owa middle dig 

"Then, while Trac regaeded the cap- 
tive with & more deeply graven smile of 
evil om the pale, gilded mak of his fae, 
there came to King Fulbra of Yoro the 
dreadful and longed-fo thing, The Silver 
Daath, that had slept so long in his body 
beneath the magical abeyance of the ring 
of Vemdee, was made manifest even a8 
hhe hung on the adamantine wheel, His 
limbs stilfened with another rigor than 
that of agony and his fe shone brightly 
‘wth the coming of the Death; and so he 
ded 

"Then, to Hlva and to many of the Tor 
turers who stood wondesiog about the 
‘wheal, the eill and instant contagion of 
the SilverDeath was communicated. They 
fall even where they had sto andthe 
postilnce remained like a glitering light 
fn the faces and hands of the men and 
shone fort from the nude bodies of the 


women, And the plague passed along the 
fmense hall; and the other captives of 
King Hldrac were released thereby from 
thee various torments; and the Torturers 
ound surcease from the dite longing that 
they could assuage only through the pain 
of their fellow-men, And through all the 
palace, and throughout the Isle of Ucras- 
tuog, the Death flew swiftly, visible in 
those upon whom it had breathed, but 
otherwise unscen and impalpable. 

But Tidrac, weating the sing of Vem- 
deez, was immune, And guessing not the 
reason of his immunity, he beheld with 
‘onstetnation the doom that had over- 
taken his followers, and watched in tix 
pefaction the freezing of his victims, 
‘Then, feasul of some inimic sorcery, he 
rushed from the hall; and standing in the 
aly sun on 9 palace-terace above the 
sea, he tore the ting of Vemdecz from 
his finger and hurled it to the foumy bil- 
lows far below, deeming ia his terror that 
the ring was peshaps the source or agent 
of the unknown hostile magic. 

So Ildrac, in his turn, when all the 
others had fallen, was smitten by the Sil- 
vver Death; and its pesce descended upon 
him where he lay in his robes of blood 
brightened purple, with features shining 
palely to the wnclowded sun, And ob- 
livion claimed the Isle of Uceasteog; snd 
the Torturers were one with the tortured, 


